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Laura Martínez Martín 



Exploring life 
Climbing the DNA and the mountain of life towards gender equality!!
Laura Martínez Martín -May 2015!!!
The purposes of this essay are the following: !

• to stress the relevance of the genetic investigations and discoveries that have led us to 
where we are today and that have opened multiple doors that have made us even 
more interested in continuing investigating!

• and to empower the modern woman who is still trying hard to get the same 
recognition as man and support in her investigations!!

When something as big as sequencing the Human Genome becomes a reality, the amount 
of new projects and hypothesis that come with it is mindblowing. We always have a goal 
we want to achive, a question that needs an answer and everytime we finally solve the 
problem a milion more pop out of nowhere. Are we ever going to know everything? Will 
we ever know how our genome works and it is regulated entirely? Well, I do not think so. 
That is why I have created this picture, this girl who is climbing a DNA that looks endless, 
because that is how our way to knowledge looks like, with no end. And that is not a bad 
thing, it is just how it is. There will always be something unknown, something hidden or 
somenthing new will appear that we had never thought of before.!!
The second point I wanted to discuss is that, being a scientific woman myself, I reckon 
that not many scientific women from the past got the appretiation that male did. From my 
point of view, at present, we are not only on our way to making new discoveries but we 
are also in our way to gender equality bacause, in general, more women are now able to 
access the same education and opportunities than men. Having this said, I think that not 
only the DNA is still a bit of a mystery for us but also life itself thus we have not yet found 
the way to make it even for everyone.!!
By now, you may have been able to guess what the draw represents. Nevertheless I am 
going to give a brief description in case you have missed some hidden messages. !

• The majority of the draw is the double helix of the DNA that distances starting from 
the bottom right to the top left. !

• The pairs of nucleotides are not defined as my intention is to represent a ladder that is 
made out of rungs. !

• The molecule does not have an end as we still have a lot to explore even though we 
might think we already know a great deal.!



• There is also a part of the molecule that does not appear here and that is the molecule 
that the girl is leaving behind. This side of the DNA represents the findings we have 
made and all the things we already know about the DNA and the genome in general.!

• The girl climbing the DNA represents the female sector in the scientific investigation. 
She wants to know, she wants to discover and she wants to give an answer and 
provide a solution to the enigmas and problems we face nowadays. As stated before, I 
believe that, today, women have more opportunities than they did in the past and we 
have to prove that, as Barbara McClinton or Rosalin Frankin, we have a word in the 
scientific world and we can provide a different point of view that may change 
everything.!!

I would like to end this essay with a sentence I came up with that combines a truth about 
human beings and the DNA: !!
In investigation, the point of view of the male is as important as the one of the female and, just like 

the two chians of the DNA, they complement each other.!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!


